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Stress and its Types in Arabic
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, phonetics is considered one of the important fields in the study of language. It
is closely linked to both syntax and morphology, serving as a complement to them by
describing the sounds of a language, how letters are articulated and pronounced, and
providing a precise characterization of these sounds. We know that the sounds in all words
do not carry the same degree of intensity; rather, they vary significantly in strength and
weakness depending on their position within the word. The degree of intensity of a single
sound compared to the other sounds in a word is referred to as stress. Therefore, stress is
related to the position within the word, as well as within a phrase. In essence, stress is merely
an increase in loudness or intensity, both of which depend on the amount of air pushed and
compressed from the lungs. It is unrelated to pitch or musical tone. As such, each language
differs in the placement of stress within words. For instance, Arabic and French follow
specific rules governing stress across all words, while in English, stress placement often does
not follow consistent rules.

Keywords: Stress, Sentence Stress, Word Stress
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