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The Classical Arabic in the Libyan Dialect

Masoud Abdullah Ramadan

Department of Arabic Language and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Arts, Asmariya Islamic University, Libya

Abstract:

A careful examination of the vocabulary used in the colloquial dialects of everyday
communication in Libya reveals that these dialects possess a significant degree of linguistic
purity, despite their perceived difficulty for non-native speakers from other countries.
Changes often occur in the form of phonetic substitutions, where certain letters are replaced
by phonetically similar ones, or in the use of obscure words that may be challenging to
understand without proper contextualization. Such characteristics highlight the necessity of
incorporating the study of these dialects into broader or specialized linguistic studies.
Dialectology, particularly when approached objectively and comprehensively, should not be
viewed as a cause of the decline or erosion of the Arabic language. Rather, certain dialects
can bring us closer to the essence of Classical Arabic and thus merit scholarly attention.
While not all dialects need to be studied, those that contribute to bridging the gap between

colloquial and standard forms of the language deserve focus and consideration.

Keywords: Classical Arabic, Colloguial Arabic, Libyan Dialect.
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