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Protection of Human Rights: A Comparison between Islamic
Sharia and Positive Laws

Ismail Salem Esmida
Department of International Relations, Faculty of Commerce, Azzaytuna University, Libya

Abstract:

This study aims to compare the protection of human rights between Islamic
Sharia and positive laws, highlighting the advancement of Islamic Sharia in
endorsing these rights and making them the basis for the social system.
Islamic Sharia is distinguished by its comprehensive coverage of all
fundamental human rights. On the other hand, positive laws vary in the extent
to which they encompass basic human rights, failing to reach the status and
value established by Islamic Sharia. Consequently, deficiencies in the
implementation of human rights have arisen in some countries, whether

Islamic or non-Islamic.

This research employs several methods, including the historical approach,
which addresses the historical evolution of the concept of human rights
through different eras, and the analytical method, which describes and
analyzes Sharia texts and positive laws, as well as reviews jurisprudential and

legal opinions on human rights.

The study concludes with several key findings, most notably that Islamic
Sharia preceded positive laws in protecting human rights, encompassing all
basic human rights, whether civil and political or economic, social, and

cultural.

Keywords: Human Rights, Islamic Sharia, Positive Laws
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