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An Overview of Voltaire's Philosophy of History
Hamzah Abdulsalam Zaweid
Abstract

The paper aims to shed light on one of the stages of the
development of historical thought, which is the transition of thinking
from metaphysics and the control of church men over thought to the
overthrow of every absolutist and his criticism, and one of the most
prominent men of thought who carried the banner of confrontation
was Voltaire, so his philosophy was a new approach that produced
rationality that returned everything to the human mind, and the
rational historian became an advanced stage in the interpretation of
history, and the researcher followed the historical approach based on
narrative, criticism and analysis, and the study concluded that Voltaire
was influenced by several factors that made him carry the banner of
confrontation and modernization; among them, freedom to England,
and he advocated that the correct history is scientific history and that
the historical research approach should be based to scrutinize and
criticize the original sources, to study history through the surviving
written records, the monuments of which were the truest material for

making history.

Keywords: philosophy of history, Voltaire, rationalism, modern
history
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