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Sensory Association and its Role in Forming the Rhetoric Imagery

“"Mohammed Hussain Daw Bileed

Abstract

Sensory association is one of the most notable figurative arts that combine more
than one sense in the thought-image production process. Such image will not be
highlighted in the mind of addressee using a single sense, but with the collaboration of
all senses so as to draw out that image.

Sensory association is regarded as a literary image that employs sense perceptions. It
may also be referred to as the simultaneous sense in which the description of one sense
perception is described by another sense. Such pattern of expression was spontaneously
used in the past by many poets; consequently, this pattern is obviously seen in ancient
literature. It is reflected in the poems, in the analysis of literature figures and in the
interpretation of interpreters. In fact, this pattern was employed in several contexts and
in more than verse “Sura” in the holy Quran displaying all elements of image with its
impressive different patterns. This is obviously seen in the sayings of Exalted One :
(Taste you the touch of Helly. In this holy verse, both the taste and touch senses
contributed to clarify the meaning. This is also noticed in the verse of Hud in which
Allah said:

But if we give him a taste of favour after hardship has touch him he will surely say,
“Bad times left me”, Indeed he is exultant and boastfuly.

The correspondences of difterent senses is also obvious in the following poem:

“To whoever experiences life, I would say that I have also experienced it and we
experienced both sweetness and torture in life”.

The reader will perhaps observe the beautiful image reflected by the sensory

correspondences between the words (sweetness and torturey. The sweetness of

“An Associate professor Alasmariya Islamic University Zliten Libya
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something can be realized by the tongue through the taste sense whereas
torture lies in what a human being suffers in his struggle to live a prosperous life.

The current study has reached the conclusion that the correspondence of senses
distinguishes the style with brevity and intensifies the meaning through its depth and
comprehensiveness. Moreover, the beauty of sensory correspondence adds humour,
seriousness and creativity to the style of language.

Studying sensory correspondence and applying its formula to the Quranic verses
revealed that the Holy Quran used the touch sense to support many figurative images.
In this case, the elements of the rhetoric imagery is achieved through the collaboration
of other senses.

The reader will notice that sensory association played an important role in bringing
different elements closer to each other so as to reveal strange and vague feelings that
ordinary language will not be able to reveal.

To sum up, this study proved that sensory correspondence is a significant
component of the rhetoric image that is employed to explain the meaning of Arab
speeches’ style. Sensory correspondence was also associated with the Arabic language
from its appearance until the present day since the appearance of language. Evidence
on this is provided by many Quranic verses and Arabic poems. Finally, sensory
correspondence plays an important role in forming a rhetoric imagery that is capable of

conveying the meaning eftectively.
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